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east wind of England, Drake reveled in the kind of
playground that a sea-dog's son should have*

During the reign of Mary (1553-58) 'hot gos-
pellers' like Drake's father were of course turned
out of the Service. And so young Francis had
to be apprenticed to 'the master of a bark, which
he used to coast along the shore, and sometimes
to carry merchandise into Zeeland and France/
It was hard work and a rough life for the little
lad of ten. But Drake stuck to it, and *so pleased
the old man by his industry that, being a bachelor,
at his death he bequeathed his bark unto him by
will and testament.* Moreover, after Elizabeth's
accession, Drake's father came into his own. He
took orders in the Church of England, and in
1561, when Francis was sixteen, became vicar
of Upchurch on the Medway, the same river on
which his boys had learned to live amphibious
lives.

No dreams of any Golden West had Drake
as yet. To the boy in his teens Westward Ho!
meant nothing more than the usual cry of Lon-
don boatmen touting for fares up-stream. But,
before he went out with Sir John Hawkins, on
the 'troublesome' voyage which we have just
followed, he must have had a foretaste of some-
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